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My name is Todd Burke and | have been a volunteer firefighter with the Boone
County Fire District for 22 years. | am currently assigned to the Field Operations
Bureau with the rank of Battalion Chief. | am responsible for five of the fifteen
stations and one-third of this fire district. | am here today to address what |
believe are destructive and inappropriate behaviors within our organization. | am
here because on April 7" you, Mr. Smith, told me that this was the way you

wanted to communicate with me.

Within the Boone County Fire District | believe that some may enjoy a relatively
normal existence, but others, myself included, experience hostility, harassment,
and disrespect. There has always been an element of hostility at headquarters,
but it has worsened significantly during the last several years. Yelling,
screaming, threats, and profanity are frequent events. Members of our

organization are treated poorly if they ask questions, or are outspoken.

About three years ago Chief Paulsell invited all of the station commanders to
dinner at his house where he announced that Rob Brown was returning home to
Boone County as the #2 person in our organization. Chief Paulsell and Assistant
Chief Curry traveled to Castle Rock, Colorado several times in an effort to
convince Chief Brown to leave his successful administration there as fire chief.
Chief Paulsell told us that he needed Chief Brown to take over the daily
operations so that he could focus on more global matters. At that time we were
plagued with several operational issues:

e We had not had a recruit program in almost 3 years and we were critically

low on staff throughout the county.
e Our station residency program had dwindled to almost nothing.

» We had significant issues about missing equipment and broken apparatus.






